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for a six month absence, only to be notified
later that their deployment will be extended for
a full year.

There are similar stresses on career military
personnel that are required to serve extended
deployments of 12 months on active duty.
While 6 months may be more manageable for
a family to make temporary arrangements re-
garding covering day care and usual family re-
sponsibilities, deployments of 12 months re-
quire a more permanent solution. At a min-
imum, the normal family life is disrupted. Par-
ents are forced to be away from their children
for prolonged periods of time, and the parent
that is left behind must fill the role of both par-
ents. As a result, additional social services, or
additional day care services, are often need-
ed—at additional financial expense.

This bill would increase individual pay by
$1000 per month for active duty military, Re-
servists, and National Guard members who
are deployed away from home for more than
6 months. The increase would apply to each
month of active duty in excess of 6 months.

Many of these individuals and their families
will be suffering hardship well in excess of
$1000 per month. The least we can do is at-
tempt to offset the financial hardship imposed
on these families. If one third of 150,000
troops in Iraq are eligible for extended deploy-
ment pay in any month; the cost would be $50
million a month or $600 million per year. This
amounts to less than one-half of one percent
of the total cost of the war to date.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to sup-
port this effort to aid the military men and
women who are honorably serving our coun-
try.

————

CELEBRATING BLACK HISTORY
MONTH

HON. JUANITA MILLENDER-McDONALD

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 26, 2004

Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD. Mr. Speaker,
each February our Nation celebrates Black
History Month. African-Americans have a rich
and deep history, and many individuals should
be recognized. This year marks the 50th anni-
versary of the landmark Supreme Court deci-
sion of Brown versus the Board of Education,
and it is my pleasure to speak about a very
special woman who blazed a trail in com-
pleting her education.

While the Supreme Court decision allowed
for equal access and opportunity to education
for African-Americans, long before this deci-
sion was handed down, Mary Eliza Mahoney,
was the first African-American registered
nurse, graduating from the New England Hos-
pital for Women and Children Training School
for Nurses in 1879.

Mary Eliza Mahoney was born in Dor-
chester, Massachusetts in 1845. At the age of
33, Ms. Mahoney was admitted as a student
into the hospital’s nursing program, which had
been established by Dr. Marie Zakrewska, no-
tably, one of the first women doctors in the
United States.

Ms. Mahoney completed a strenuous and
rigorous 16-month program, becoming one of
only three people to actually complete the pro-
gram.

In 1896, Mr. Speaker, Ms. Mahoney be-
came one of the first African-American mem-
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bers of the American Nurses Association
(ANA). In 1908, she co-founded the National
Association of Colored Graduate Nurses, an
organization working toward complete integra-
tion of Black Nurses in the ANA. Additionally,
Mahoney participated in the campaign for
woman suffrage and in 1921, was one of the
first women in line to vote after the ratification
of the nineteenth amendment.

Ms. Mahoney spent her life caring for the
sick until her death on January 4, 1926. In
1993, Ms. Mahoney was inducted into the
Women's Hall of Fame.

The indomitable courage of this African-
American woman has set an example for
equality, dignity and respect for African-Ameri-
cans in nursing, as well as women'’s rights. |
urge all of my colleagues to reflect on all the
great African-American individuals who helped
shape this great Nation during Black History
Month.

———————

MOURNING THE UNTIMELY DEATH
OF PRESIDENT BORIS
TRAJKOVSKI OF THE REPUBLIC
OF MACEDONIA

HON. MARK E. SOUDER

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 26, 2004

Mr. SOUDER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today with
a heavy heart to mourn the untimely death of
President Boris Trajkovski of the Republic of
Macedonia. As many of my colleagues have
heard, President Trajkovski was killed this
morning in a plane crash while traveling to
Mostar, Bosnia-Herzegovina.

Mr. Trajkovski was born in Strumica, Mac-
edonia on June 25, 1956. He graduated with
a degree in law from the University of St. Cyril
and Methodius in 1980. He was an ordained

Methodist minister and President of the
Church Council of the United Methodist
Church.

In 1998, he was appointed to the post of
Deputy-Minster of Foreign Affairs. During his
time as Deputy-Minister, he predicted the rise
of ethnic tensions in Macedonia due to the cri-
sis in Kosovo. He was right to criticize NATO'’s
lack of help in that crisis. During much of the
fighting in the Balkans, Macedonia allowed
NATO to use Macedonian territory. During
Macedonia’s ethnic crisis, NATO was sorely
lacking in assistance

In 1999 he was inaugurated as President of
the Republic of Macedonia. During his term as
president, he faced near-civil war in his coun-
try. Ethnic divisions threatened to tear his
country apart. President Trajkovski, however,
worked with all ethnic groups to forge a solu-
tion. Despite criticism that he was too lenient
on minority groups, he pressed for peace and
facilitated a peace deal.

In addition to forging peace in his country,
Mr. Trajkovski worked to improve Macedonia’s
standing on the world stage. Under his leader-
ship, Macedonia was one of the first countries
to publicly support Operation Iraqi Freedom
and to commit troops to the effort. Mr.
Trajkovski was a tireless advocate for religious
tolerance, religious freedom, and conflict reso-
lution.

Mr. Trajkovski's work also focused on im-
proving the lives of all Macedonians. A strong
believer in free markets and the importance of
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international economic  co-operation, Mr.
Trajkovski died while on his way to an inter-
national investors meeting that would undoubt-
edly have helped the development and future
prosperity of Macedonia.

The death of President Trajkovski is a trag-
edy. Macedonia has lost a true leader. The
international community has lost a strong
voice for peace and co-operation. On the
passing of President Trajkovski, Kerri Hous-
ton, Vice President of Policy for Frontiers of
Freedom noted, “President Trajkovski was a
courageous leader who sought security, eco-
nomic progress, and a common national iden-
tity for the Macedonian people.” A truer state-
ment was never uttered.

Mr. Trajkovski leaves behind a wife, Vilma,
and two children Sara and Stefan. | offer my
sympathies to his family and the families of
the other victims of this terrible accident.

———

RECOGNITION OF SUSAN B.
ANTHONY’S BIRTHDAY

HON. JO ANN EMERSON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 26, 2004

Mrs. EMERSON. Mr. Speaker, Susan B.
Anthony campaigned endlessly for women'’s
rights to equality and freedom. Her protecting
legacy has taught many American women how
to fight injustice, and this lesson includes the
unborn. For Anthony, the rights of women and
the rights of unborn children are the same.

Susan B. Anthony is best known for her
leading role in the women’s suffrage move-
ment, but few realize that she was also a
strong pro-life activist. February marks the
184th year following her birth, and there could
hardly be a more fitting commemoration than
the passage of the Unborn Victims of Violence
Act. This Act would hold individuals account-
able for harming a life when, in the act of
committing a federal crime, an unborn child is
killed or injured. Murder must not go unrecog-
nized and unpunished. The law should recog-
nize two victims and two distinct tragedies.

After a brutal beating, a New York mother
delivered two stillborn twins. The law saw one
assault victim, but was blind to the two lives
lost. This horrible crime and numerous others
are going unpunished; Congress must act to
stop this injustice.

The key to understanding abortion lies in
the recognition of a human life wherever it ex-
ists. We must follow Susan B. Anthony’'s ex-
ample and recognize the lives of unborn chil-
dren. | encourage all Members of Congress to
support our unborn children and pass the Un-
born Victims of Violence Act.

——————

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF THE
PRESIDENT OF THE FORMER
YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF MAC-
EDONIA BORIS TRAJKOVASKI

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, February 26, 2004

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to offer my condolences upon hear-
ing the news of the death of Boris Trajkovski,




E258

the President of the Former Yugoslav Repub-
lic of Macedonia. President Trajkovski lost his
life in a plane crash this morning in the moun-
tainous region of southern Bosnia. | would like
to offer my most sincere condolences to the
wife, son, and daughter of President
Trajkovski for their tragic and untimely loss as
well as to all of the families and friends of the
two pilots and six aides on board the flight
who also perished in the crash. Furthermore,
I wish to extend my deepest condolences to
the people of Macedonia who have today lost
a truly forward-looking and unifying leader.

Boris Trajkovski, who served as President of
Macedonia since 1999, will be remembered in
the international community for his role as a
peacemaker and a moderate in a region trou-
bled by ethnic tensions and conflicts. These
tensions and conflicts have at times been so
severe as to threaten the stability and unity of
Macedonia. President Trajkovski's accomplish-
ments as a peacemaker are many and pre-
mised on his will to work together with all eth-
nic groups. Included among his accomplish-
ments to this end is his role in a NATO-bro-
kered peace agreement in 2001 that ended
months of armed clashes between Macedo-
nia’s Slavic-speaking Orthodox Christians and
ethnic Albanian minority. This agreement
played an integral role in warding off a full-
scale civil war in the country.

Since gaining its independence, Macedonia
has been a member of the Organization for
Security and Cooperation in Europe, the Par-
liamentary Assembly of which | am proud to
serve as Vice President. Thus | have followed
closely the developments in Macedonia and
have observed first hand the efforts made by
Macedonia under the leadership of President
Trajkovski to secure a peaceful nation and to
move the country forward to a bright future.
Just this past Wednesday, President
Trajkovski signed Macedonia’s formal applica-
tion to join the European Union, a move that
would further benefit the people of Macedonia
in their attempts to cement democracy and
prosperity in their nation.

It is my hope that the loss of President
Trajkovski does not signify a loss in any de-
gree of the strong unifying efforts in which he
so strongly believed and for which he fought.
As well as offering my condolences to the
people of Macedonia in their time of grief, |
also want to take this opportunity to wish them
every success in overcoming this tragedy and
continuing on the path of peace and pros-
perity.

It is my hope that the greatest legacy left by
the loss of President Trajkovski is the ongoing
effort to see across ethnic divisions and to se-
cure a peaceful and unified Macedonia in an
equally peaceful and unified Europe.

IN HONOR OF RAUL VARGAS
HON. XAVIER BECERRA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 26, 2004

Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, it is with the
utmost pleasure and privilege that | rise today
to recognize and pay tribute to a friend and an
educator, Mr. Raul Vargas. For more than 32
years Raul has guided young men and women
along the path of academic excellence and fu-
ture leadership success. Through his years of
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effort, more than 5,600 college undergraduate
and graduate students from across the country
have received scholarships totaling $10.3 mil-
lion during their time at the University of
Southern California (USC) in Los Angeles.
How fitting that on the evening of February 27,
2004, the USC Mexican American Alumni As-
sociation (MAAA), of which he is a founding
member, will honor Raul Vargas for his life-
time commitment to education and inspira-
tional leadership at USC.

The son of Felipe Vargas and Helena
Sotelo, Raul Vargas was born on May 21,
1939, in Lordsburg, New Mexico. Raul lost his
father at the tender age of four and when his
mother married Alfredo Mejia, the family
moved to Miami, Arizona. Growing up in this
small mining town, Raul and his siblings
Felipa, Alfredo, Alfonso, Elvia, and Elisa
learned a strong work ethic and core values
from their parents.

Raul is a proud alumnus of Miami High
School and Arizona State University, where he
earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Busi-
ness Administration in 1961. That same year,
Raul enlisted in the United States Army where
he served until 1964.

Raul’'s service to his country evolved into a
lifetime of service in the classroom. After com-
pleting his teaching credential at Arizona State
University in 1966, Raul went on to teach
Spanish in the Ontario School District in Cali-
fornia. After five years of teaching, he re-
sumed his studies at California State Univer-
sity, Los Angeles as a student in the Master’s
in Administration program. From there he con-
tinued his doctoral work in public policy at the
University of Southern California. In January
1972, Raul joined the USC family as Execu-
tive Director of the Office for Mexican Amer-
ican Programs at the University of Southern
California.

Raul has always been a hard worker and
driven to succeed. Fortunately, he had the
good sense to pause for a moment and recog-
nize that the best thing in his life stood before
him: Marcia Wyse. Raul and Marcia married in
December of 1966. Together they have be-
come an indivisible and indispensable team,
blessed with a true partnership, friendship and
love. Raul and Marcia are now the proud par-
ents of two children, Tracie and Cesar, and
one grandchild, Alexandra. And Marcia, in her
own right, is one of our country’s preeminent
and forceful voices advocating for America’s
English-language learners and the value of bi-
lingual education.

Raul’s career has always combined his pas-
sion for students with his commitment to inno-
vation as an administrator. So it was that in
1974, Raul and eight USC alumni founded the
USC Mexican American Alumni Association
with a bold, but untested vision to build a
mighty anchor and support for Latino college
enrollment at the University. Their success
has surpassed all expectations. Raul and the
MAAA recently completed the association’s
Endowment Fund Campaign which increased
its endowment to $2.1 million to assist future
generations of Latino college students. Marcia
will tell you that Raul takes great pride and
honor in making a prestigious university like
USC more accessible to Latino students.

Mr. Speaker, as family, friends and col-
leagues gather to celebrate Raul's many ac-
complishments, it is with great admiration and
pride that | ask my colleagues to join me
today in saluting this exceptional man and
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brother to many. America, the University of
Southern California, and America’s future
leaders have certainly gotten the better end of
the bargain when the doors of education and
public service opened to Raul Vargas. Fight
on, my friend!

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE RESIDUAL
RADIOACTIVE CONTAMINATION
ACT

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 26, 2004

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to in-
troduce important legislation that seeks to
undo—in some small measure—an injustice
done to thousands of American workers in the
years following the Manhattan Project.

Beginning in the 1940s, throughout the
United States, the government secretly con-
tracted with hundreds of private-sector fac-
tories and laboratories to develop, test, and
produce atomic weapons. For well over a dec-
ade, many of these facilities processed enor-
mous amounts of radioactive materials such
as thorium, uranium and radium. Yet, when
the government contracts expired in the
1950s, few of these facilities were properly de-
contaminated.

In 2000, Congress saw fit to establish a rep-
arations program for workers who developed
diseases because of their work on our nation’s
atomic weapons program. Under the Energy
Employees Occupational lliness Compensa-
tion Program Act (EEOICPA), workers could
receive a one-time payment of $150,000 and
medical coverage for expenses associated
with the treatment of diseases contracted due
to this exposure. One major shortcoming of
the program is its failure to compensate indi-
viduals made sick from their work in former
atomic weapons plants—where the walls and
floors were permeated with radioactive res-
idue—for decades following the end of Cold
War era production.

In fact, the National Institute of Occupational
Safety and Health released a report in the fall
that found “significant” residual radioactive
contamination existed in many of the former
contractor sites well into the 1970s, 80s and
beyond. Today, we see the legacy of this fail-
ure to properly decontaminate. Employees
who, unbeknownst to them, worked in facilities
with significant residual contamination, have
contracted or succumbed to radiation-related
cancers or disease.

The enactment of the EEOICPA was rec-
ognition that the federal government bore a re-
sponsibility to workers who were made sick
and even died because of the work they did
on the nation’s atomic program. It is long
since past the time for our government to take
responsibility for its role in allowing these Cold
War era facilities to remain dangerously con-
taminated and place workers needlessly at
risk.

Mr. Speaker, the bill | am introducing today
with my colleague, Mr. Quinn, the Residual
Radioactive Contamination Compensation Act
(RRCCA), would extend eligibility for the
EEOICP to workers who were employed at fa-
cilities where NIOSH has found potential for
significant radioactive contamination. For in-
stance, of the fourteen facilities in and around
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